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Rochester, NY — "An old Italian word, 'bottega,’ is the newest way to refer to a studio in NYC
these days," laughs the very down-to-earth Christine Ventura Knoblauch . Husband Paul
Knoblauch is arguably Rochester's most famous metal artist, next to his one-time mentor
and employer, Albert Paley. And Christine, a well-known artist in various media including
metal, possesses that rare ability to draw people of all sorts — especially other artists -- to
bask in the glow of her enthusiasm. Her openings are legendary in the arts community, and
Bottega Ventura promises to outshine all those that have come before.

"Bottega” in this case refers to the venerable workshop or studio/shop system which allowed
for a symbiotic relatioship between artists; "Ventura" means "venture," but is also Christine's

family name. Bottega Ventura reflects her unending desire to bring artists and patrons of the
arts together, and it comes at a crossroads of sorts in Christine's life: both of her children will
be away at college for the first time.

"This is something I've wanted to do for a while," admits the empty-nester-to-be. "The show
is not just a collection of artists from diverse genres, but a gathering place — like the bottegas
or salons of the past — where masters and students learn from and exhibit with one another.”

Bottega Ventura opens with a free, public reception on Friday, Sep  tember 11 from 6 to
10 p.m., and continues on Saturday, September 12 fr om 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Knoblauch
Studio, 29 Halstead Street (14610). The gallery and huge art studio is home to Paul and
Christine Knoblauch's metal work, Steve Smock 's acrylic painting, Kurt Ketchum 's work in
acrylics, metal and wood and Patrick Doyle 's spherical sculpting.**

The other 25 invited artists range from renowned sculptor/painter Leonard Urso to
Christine's father, marble sculptor Joseph James Ventura , whose "wonderful work has
never received its due,"” she says.

The show also features glass sculptor Elizabeth Lyons , sculptor Dejan Pejovic , architect
and designer Jeffrey Johnston , oil painter Chas Davis , metal sculptors Theodore
Slinwinski and Jeffrey Goff , neon and paper sculptor Brent Gillette , photographers Chuck
Moran, Rick Shannon , Kate Lipski and Gabriela Goff , enamel-on-copper artist Emma
Briner and painters Joanne Benedict , Mary Buchan , Elyse Capell , Paula Crawford ,
Debra DanWert-Sneeringer , Jean Dehaven , Connie Ehindero , Karen Frazier , Anne
Marcello , Carolyn Marshall and Andrea Sands . (more...)



(Bottega Ventura, continued)

Christine's resulting, self-published coffee table book, also called Bottega Ventura , will be
available at the two-day exhibition. Like the show, it's concerned with "people of varying
distinction, with a mutual desire to create art that inspires individual interpretation.” Proceeds
will benefit close friend Bob Schills, who is battling cancer.

"l hope that the show and the book will lead to more community art collaborations,” adds
Christine. "Events like these keep us growing as artists — both in terms of our work and our
exposure — and they create excitement about the wonderful art that Rochester has to offer.

**Doyle created the 10-foot steel Big Wish Globe that is part of Rochester's 175th
anniversary celebration, currently on view at the Public Market.

Media, please note: high-resolution photos of each artist's work are available. Interviews
and photo/footage opportunities may also be arranged.

HiHH




